<<Date>>

The Honorable Rick Perry       

Governor of Texas

State Capitol

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Governor Perry,


I agree with you that financing of public education in Texas is a huge issue with no easy answers. However, by responding NOW to this crisis, you have the opportunity to make a historic contribution to the successful future of our state. You will exemplify the “can do” spirit that built this great state and the type of courageous leadership we expect and deserve from our elected officials. 



This issue CANNOT wait until 2005. The suffering of local school districts is a result of the state's failure to provide the “efficient system of education” called for under the state constitution. While state imposed standards and requirements continue to expand, the state’s contribution to public education, at roughly 40%, is at the lowest level in over 50 years! This reduction in state share has put an extraordinary and rapidly escalating burden on local property taxpayers. However, now the pain is quickly shifting to Texas schoolchildren.  More than half of Texas school districts are at or near the state dictated $1.50 operating expense "cap" and face the eminent and untenable prospect of attempting to pay ever increasing operating expenses with a revenue stream that is flat or actually diminishing. This means larger classes, fewer programs and less support for our students and teachers.


In short, all public schools in this state, rich and poor, will be forced to dumb down their programs, resulting in lower student achievement and performance. This will put Texas students at a significant disadvantage compared to those students from states that have truly put K-12 education at the top of their list.

 
I urge you to declare Texas public school finance as your top priority. We must start the debate of what an adequate education is, define it and put a price tag on it. The taxation system in our state may have to be re-examined. State spending must be prioritized and disciplined in nature. If you find that the Texas Legislature is totally unable to solve this pressing issue in the regular session, I implore you to call a special session this summer. 


The issue is complex and may require multiple efforts for a comprehensive solution, but it is the responsibility of elected leadership to address this matter now.  

Sincerely,

<<Your Name>>

<<Address>>

<<City>>, <<State>>   <<Zip>> 

<<Phone Number>>

NOTE:  This letter is also appropriate for Lt. Gov. Dewhurst and Speaker Craddick. 

   See addresses on the “contacts” page.

