<<Date>>

The Honorable <<First Name>> <<Last Name>>

<<Address>>

<<City>>, <<State>>    <<Zip>

RE:  State School Finance

Dear <<Office Title>> <<Last Name>>:

As a citizen of Texas, I sincerely appreciate your service to our state during this 78th Legislative Session.  This Legislature is faced with unparalleled challenges, but I urge you to make education funding a top priority for this biennium.

Many North Texas school districts are paying a lion’s share of the burden of the funds for Robin Hood.  Our district (Carrollton Farmers Branch ISD) sends 24% of every tax dollar to the State for recapture.  Even though we are considered property wealthy, because we have a large economically disadvantaged population and approximately half of our district considers English their second language, our challenge is greater than most.  With the increasingly difficult TAKS testing about to take place, preparing our students for this will come at a higher cost when more of our tax dollars are leaving the district.

I realize the State faces a huge budget deficit this biennium and that wholesale reform of School Finance is not likely.  There are some measures that will give our district some relief and I urge you to support them.  Please support (insert bill # here) and continue to keep the pressure on your colleagues as you explore ways for the State to relieve the local taxpayer’s burdens of educating our children.

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter.

Sincerely,

<<Your name>>

<<Address>>

<<City>>, <<State>>   <<Zip>>

<<Phone number>>

